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Deliver me not over to the Will of mine Enemies, for falſe-Witneſſes are riſen up 


againſt me, and ſuch as breath out Cruelty. Pfal. 27. 12, 


» 


They laid to my Charge things that I knew not, Pal. 35. 11; 


The Chief Priefts and Scribes ſooght how they might kill hint, fob they fubrtd thi «x 
Pn « then entred Satan into Judas. Lake yg 3. fe 9 fe - bt 
Now the Chief Prieſts and Elders, and all the Council, ſought falſe Witneſ; deain 
| Jeſus to put himto Death 5 but found none + yea, tho nk of ads _ 
get found they none : At the laſt came two. falſe Witneſſes. Mat. 26. 59, 60. © 
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Caſtle, near the Royal Exchange in Cornhil. 1682. 


, 
< 
35, 
gorge” 
'%. 
% 
y 
- 
» 


_ 
*g* 
a "—< E 
C3” 
-  _ 
<-> 
6 
a C 
a» 
- F 
ps 4 
PR 
ASE 
; 28 
I + 
; 
= 
'Þ 
x 
= J 
+ E. 
9 
{9-4 
x d 
bt 


w_ 


MAN-CATCHING: 


. 
On 
I ——_ ' 
i, £ 
. >, # 


SUBSLAIPTICN FUR 
| ENGLISH NISIURNICAL LRACLS 


LOSES OE ; 


« > ; . 
= , % - _ 


. . ba « 
» Y 5 e 
$* - + L : L£ f bd 
? w « - a 
A 


OE hd 
 .. was 3 


bo 


s »- & h _ 4 
* 3 2 
F by % Fj wt 
Oy * (DE 
b>-< * 4 wy, s'S 4 ke 
hs : ;: % F, »..X 7 _—_ - / 
mh * 7 ba _5T 
$ "10 _ TH gt IR 
=y 
. 
I I 
- » : 
4 q » 
" - 
_ ” £ ” <. OY 2 
SI % . 
% . - DS — 2. ® pg ®. n 4 t \ 
% T of » 4 \ « > | o df a T 
_ + 7 , £1 % ka 1 \ _ 7 
0 : [4 2 L by £ k FI: ", | FH = 
wt 2 x ” \ "Þ __—_ 4 -* G oy R . b. : }* =_ i F-- ; 
Fa - - A 
« 
— 
. i — on 25S 
_— 
» ba , 
$ 4 " VP = of * La. , . % % - 7 
» 7% - \ 1 ) bo: is ' | * OE SAC 
3 6 ww s #X : # L A »- * : &- "es - L o _ A EY K * oa F — 4 L | 4 
% . F- k 
\ f k i £ ® > { d 
6 ons RIES a Yb II 
* + A »#<  #$T + 4 4 = © ww 5 a % 
ba \ 
- _- Fo —_ - HEOPESY y_ 3 <<6 ” 
by = 
- m_ 
. , c * 2 » pe Fe 
”. * M» CO 4+ . 5. pF ? _—_ « y 
= 4 o k k 4+ * Y F q 4 & 
SS hy = 
$ F ' A I 
” £ 5 hy #,42 hs Y i # 
. \ -» * A % I a dv F 4 +% wa % 5 A £ : : 
. = & n "mn 
. 
. . * *® 4 + * 
«4 4 - # - p + «a x.+* . . 9 . v4 
A þ4 « £ - > . f % "1 5 \F « k » 
| a _ - CA bad *% % z * 
. - " * ' ' . 1 . # . IJ 4 
A > A 1 4 2 $ ——— & x Fl * £ k = 
" *,% - > - «3 x? \ ; \ s 6 E . 
{ \. 8 
| 
2 , 43S os i 4 5 " v c 
- _ @ + »$ of 4 559 5 \ « | > »s 7 A % 
> - 
"IEF . REY . x TE» Se. { v1 78 ox a 
F.*g > \ ra ?k ÞY I- --\ , FF 
—_ = + * i ot » 3 4 p . - » S444 i 
, +» 
os _ . 
©. + . . % - . = Py p _ « 
ITY F\, - ] % 9 4 * $.T b. » ? 4 . IR 
% 
# 4 
vo F % , f 5 4 \ » » ,. . 
* - py = "7 » %% q *S hy - TV Bs . » * SJ2 4d 
lh . 4 ? 
— 
% 
Ge W REL RY” v F. EEE vB ———_ ww fl ya Mea <> - i i ea FIND 
P : | 
/ 
® _ 
* - + Py *. = Da oo a o 
boos ” EF c Ly EE wo #4 7 & 
4 - 
\ 4 
py IE DC_ME©_CCCCTCWTCR NGC CC EIENES by Re AA d7e0e > 
: A As cov " — 
? Fg 
x k . 
; 
— LO 
1 - ; 
z 
Ir 
vs CY % 
Ls 
% 
D . - a "_ OT SS VOCED AED Ge EE oe A A A wt CD ESE = es A Ee _ 
\ of 
Fe: 
F " f mo WT : FA b 
4p 4 6 ? + r1 - ! : P Wax 4 # "SF 2, 
v2 oo 2 45 Spies Se +: + 468 ea Þ 257 # TA) 13 he rp "ry Nam: PSY | Of f\ 1 
falls « & 24% C7It. . - a Pp TEES. 7 3x $5535 Sf <A £« 4 % % s 4 5 
| 4A E; ISL, 
» a » F - ? ” 4 4 F S% 
ww. 5 oo P QQ%+- #3 ; ' £F- a : at 6a # «<p» -. » 
7 ; . £ 35 $F*.4 b FLEE - 'S! " Vos 'F; 
* ww 2 \ <- ws -4 4 p w km & #F ws, i -> TEE. _— 
- KS e eY 
% - < 4 - \ 
% 


Ei 


_- _- —_ _ _ 


*4S4#1 


Know very well that every Beok-ſeller's Stall groqu? 
under the burthen of Sermons, Sermons ;----Ser- 
mons as common ( and as commonly cried about the 
Streets ) as Ballads ; Sermons before his Majeſty, 
before the Judges, before the Right Honourable, the 
Right Worſhipful, 8c. In Court, in City, in the Uni- 
J verſity, in the Cquitry, &c. Sermons of good uſe, 
_ Sermons of little or no uſe, Sermons of great uſe; 
(eſpecially to thoſe reading Dons of. the Palpit, that tranſcribing other Men's 
Works, make a ſhift to read them, though many times as much out of the Story, 
as hard to get in again when they are out, as having never been either m their 
Heads or Hearts ; ) Sermons of Learned Compoſurt, both for Matter and 
Sthifle * and Sermons given,and Sermons {old (over and over again) ; dnd ſorts 
Sermons ( perhaps ) publiſhed out of meer Vanity and Itch to be ſeen in print. 
Which of theſe, 'or whether any of thele, cauſed the publication of this 
Country Serman, ( neither contriv'd, devisd, mor intended for the Preſs, 
but ) preach'd in my ordinary Courſe m my own Pariſh, I do not think my 
felf concerned to give thee any account ; for they that like it not, may let it 
alone ; yet the publiſhing thereof is chiefly intended for the uſe of them that. 
have moſt need of it, and who will ( therefore ) like tt ſo much the 
worle. * | 
Some Men are fo crafty, as in negle&+ of their Duty to God, to their King, 
the Kingdom, and their own Souls, they dare not preach againſt this Sin of 
Man-catching, or Trepanning Men by Sham-Evidence, falſe Witneſſes, Sham- 
Plats, the Sin'of the Text, (I had almoſt ſaid) of the Times: m fwearing 
and unſwearing, lying, flandering and forſwearing, and ſo ſetting Snares to catch 
Men, Boty and Goods, Life and Eſtate : whilft the World is the worfe, but 
never the better for thoſe Preachers, thoſe Chips in Broth, whoſe God wo 
their Bellies; and are only ſwayed by that Kitchin- Maxim, It is good fleep- 
ing in a whole Skin; whilſt I chaſe to follow that eps. > and 
Y; 


ih 2 Didle- with this eripith by the ont fe fre "teh ray ar 
the King ſhould not much trouble bimſe x1 with looking on the inſide.) KHeb. 
12.4. Marriage is honourable in all, and the Bed undefiled ; bur 
Weg vn and __ — will judg. 
1 know not what Tay. be for his New-lears-Gift, but he prov'd 
Prophet itfione .imy 'Ser , whey be ſays, WegMmnſters tant 
if 'V= Vobis,*1 we ar "called coram Nobis : We carmot 
reprove Sin in the Palit but forthwith we my be reprov'd for it by the 
Bench. But ( bleſſed be God); we' do not ve ( as Larimer once did) 
ef "ns, nor in Times where Popery has the greateſt Sway : Or if , 
| egteſt Honour, as well 45 reateſt Piety, to p ſollew 
of and Pl in;dealing. 
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_.. Upon JE. 5:25, 26. 


our Iniquities have turaed away theſe things, and your Sins have withholden 
' good things from you. For among my People are found wicked Men, they 
lay wait as he that ſetteh Snares, they ſet a Trap, they catch Men, | 


N which Words, I ſhall only take notice in General ;.. x. Of God's 

WF -cany Fudgment upon Iſrael, ver. 25, 2. Of the Gauſe of that 
heavy Jadgment, the crying Sin of Mar-Catching, wer. 26. 

4 But firſt (to keep' to the Method in the Text?) Let 

A. us enquire, | : | 


_ | x. Of what Nature was this heavy Jpdginent? -.:-- -;::: 14 Leeſ wy 
_-- In Anſwer wherennto, we may. conlidex.God's heavy Judgments, or heavy Amber | 
Hand, 1. Poſitively « 2. *Privatialey. 1. By ſtretching forth his Hand of Chroa,214h7 * 
Wrath in ſtriking a People with either, I... The Sword of the Lord ; ( for ſa it age 
is. called; the Plague of Peſtience.) Or 3d; With War, Forreign ar Civil War, 
tho: managed with the Sword of Man, yet, God is to unſheath. it, and call for it; 
and therefore alſo Wars, bloody Wars are God's. heavy Judgment upon a Peo- 15 34- $: 8: 
ple, and therefore; called alſy— The Sword of the Lord. FR 
2, God's heavy Hand or heavy Judgment upon a People may be cdnſidered Eck 14-142 
Pt:uatively, by deprivirg them of Mercies, Temporal Mercics, called goed things in 
the Text, which God for their Sins had turned away,and withholden from them. 

- What theſe good things were (which, were withtolden) may evidently-be ſeen. - 
in the verſe before the Text ; namely,God's heavy Judgment in depriving them of- 
the former and latter "Rain 7m his ſeaſon, atd depriving then of the appointed Weeks © 
of the Harveſt, Jer: 5. 24. WIE ET 

- This great Drought did fore-runi and threaten a Famine, (the worſt and hea- 
vieſt of God's Judgments, the Sword of the Lord;and the Sword of Many (both _ 
of them) make quick diſpatch z but Famine is a lingring Death, and worſe » Kings 6. 483 - 
than-Death; and the worſt of Death. And'it was ſad News for the King, when 5 27529-*55 
he heard, that his Subjefts were glad to preſerze their Lives by killing -one ano- ** 
ther 3: nay, the Mother killing faq eating her own Child, and yet calling in vain' 
to. the King for help, that could not have an 4/es Head for himſelf under fours 
ſeare_ pieces. of Sihuer, nor a littele Pigeon's Dung ( ſor the Deſlert of ſecond 
Courſe) under: frve pieces more : 2 Kings 6.25, 26,27, 28,29, Zo. No wonder 
that the King rewt bis Cloaths, and wore Sack:eloth upon. his Fleſh, . to; mortify it. | 
A- great Drought; or God's withdrawing the Rain, beſpeaks a Dearth; as well 1 4 
as.the Wrath of Gad upon a Land, when the Duſt | (as God ſays to Fob): groweth Job 38:39.5N - | 
imto'bardneſr, andthe ' Clods clexve, faſt together 3. when the Clouds ave ſtayed, and E 
the Battles of Fieaver Lax Gad there calls them ). are. ſtopped, and: ther People 
canmor'pet a-Dram of theſe Bottles, tha it A to ſave their Lives. oy 
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” 2 © © The HozridSinof Man-Catching: 
penry 8.” In the three and ,thirtieth year of that wanton King Heury 8th, there was ſg 
_ great a ws bt, that, ſinall, Rivers were clean-dried+ up, and twtich Cattel'died 


o + % £ © 2 


or want Water and Fond 3 and afterwards, .- > ND 

In the foe-and thirtieth- year of Queen Elizabeth was ſo great a Drouphe; 

”_. that not only the Fields; but the Springs themſelves were dried up, and many 

* © Cattel every where dyed for want of Waters, which are the good things mentio- 
' hed inthe Text, the good things that God withdrew and withheld from the 

- People for their Sins; their crying Sins I ou 
And what(in the'2#place)) was that crying Sin ? | 

| The Text tells, it was the Sin of enſnaring, lying in wait, and at catch, as 
he that ſetteth Snares to catch ( not Wild-Beaſts, but ) Mex, Honeſt Men, Inno- 

. cent Men. © | | 20> 6 | 
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And that we may the better underſtand the, hotrid nature. of this Si#, of 
enſnarizig Mew, or catching Men, in'the Text ; Let us conſider :-. WE 


vo, 


\ Queſtion te | 1. What and whoare theſe Men-catchers ? 
Y 2. 2. Of what theſe Men-catchers make their Snares ? 
3: 3. How and where they lay their Snares? 


bi har is uſually the Efe&# «rd Ive of: this enſharing and catching of 
= * x. What and who are theſe Men:catchers 8 oo Ge OO 
Queſtion I Some have thought” by theſe Words ( of the Text——Among .my People are 
”” Anfver, found wicked Mer, that ſet Snares and catch Men) are meant Gatch-Poles, Bins, 
= Spirits, Cf called from their ſpiriting Men by catciyng them, and ſelling and. 
_ delivering them to Thrakdom and Bondage ) Yi/laizs, to be ſure / TH eeE 
- Buttheſe of the Text are Villains of a far deeper-aze,. Scarlet-Rogues, Rogues 
upon Record, - upon the greateſt, the trueſt,' the moſt, antient. Record, 
\_the Record of Holyz-Writ : Theſe Mer-catchers being - called in the "Text 
= -7{ by the Spirit of God* that -/call's none, and never 'is guilty: of any 
Prov. 22. 3x: ' 985ſnoſarer)) Wicked Men, or, as the Qriginal imports, Rogues in Grain, Comi- 
.  mitting the greateſt Villanies u»2der coloxr of Trath, and: Law 3. that Rob the: Poor 
| (cor Innocent ) becanſe be is *Poor, (or Innocent ) and oppreſs. the affliffed ih the 
Gate, (thatis ) in Courts of Judicature 3 which were then kept in the Gate- 
__—_ Houſe, or Gate of the chief Cities of 1/72e/. That commit the greateſt Rapa- 
| . cities, Murders and Injuſtice, under the umbrage, pretence, and'colour of Law 
- Micaha.x: and Juſtice. Wo be-to theme ( ſaith the Prophet ) that deviſe -( or Plot ) Izi- 
F 1 = quity, and'work, evil upon their "Beds; when the Morning is light. they pratfiſe i, 
: | becauſe"it 'is in the Power of their Hand. _ . 56a) £105 den 3ont 
E> And if Neboth»have a good Vinezard, no wonder, if he be indiFed of 'Treaſon 
* 1Kings 21-10. in {landering or blaſpheming God and the Ring 3 And two Soxs of - Belial ( pro-: 
5 * cured by that Woman Fezebe/) to ſwear to the Indidtment, if Jezebel or Ahab: 
F. Micah 2, 2,3. long for the' pleaſant Vineyard. Wo be jach (faith the' Prophet ) that covers _ 
A Fiell- and take thene by violence 5 and Houſes and take them away 3, ſo they oppreſs a 
Man and bis Houſe, even « Man and his Heritage. _ 7 Ez LEN, 
"This Sin' of oppreſſing Mer, or catching Mere in Snares by : falſe Witneſſes, is 
that crying Sin, that brings God's heavy Judgments upon a Nation ; that made 
him to wit the former and the latter Rain in its Seaſon; that always ruins 
S a Kingdom, at leaft it brings ruine at length upon the Oppreflors, upon ſuch 
Þ* Micah 2. 3} TFezebeſs, upon Ahab's; for fo it follows in the Prophet Micah; Therefore thus 
"=M ſaith the Lord,” Behold, againſt their Family do 1 deviſe an evil, from which-ye ſhall 
_ not remove your Necks ; No. No, FezebeFs Neck was broke out of a Window pre- 
. ſently after that Sin of Murder and Oppreffion #»der colour of Law ; ſhe did not 
=D long epjoy'the Fruits of ber Subornation of Perjury, but was thrown to the Dogs. 
| Prov. 12,18. For nt 15 God's Truth, That He that oppreſſeth the "Poor to entreaſe his Riches, 
Ezek. 22- 3%: 2yd be that giveth to the Rich, ſhall ſurely come to want. For Oppreſſion and Rob- 
 _' © bery axe ſo near of kin, that the Spirit of God puts them hy hn and makes" 
& _- - _ them fignify th: awe ibing and the ſawe Me» : Only, the Oppreſſor robs#y 
= Law; the: Robber robs agaizft Law ; the Oppreſſor robs in the Gate wnder 
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- The Ho2rid Diti of: Mait-Eatching. 
coloxr of Law, the Robber robs on the King's High-way i defrarice of Laid 3 both 
of them always. (or at leaſt-moſt commonly) 'come to ar ill end. 
- But theſe latter are little Retail-Rognes in-reſpet of the former, that toB 
( fafely.they think, and ) by whole-ſale, and brought God's heavy Judgment 
of Drought and Dearth upon the Nation.of 1fazl, in the Text, For a . High- 
way-Man lyes . at catch but for a ſmall parcel: of Mony ; but theſe ( like the 
Grave). ſwallow all ; the good, the bad, Life, Liberty, Eſtate; Family and Po: 
ſterity, root and-branch in one day. I mean, ſuch as are Treparners, or (ournte- 
2ancers of them, Sham-Evidence, Falſe Witneſſes, whoſe Tongues can ſwear and 
.unſwear 3 whoſe Tongues perhaps have cut the Throats of many a poor Inno- 
cent already, and ſtill want more work, more works Men of no Honour, no Ho- 
neſty,* no Religion, (except of that notorious and bloody Religion that is worſe 
than no Religion).you may have more Truth, more Kindneſs, more. Fidelity; 
fairer Quarter from Infidels ( I know it) than from ſach Bigotted Catholicks; 
that think z# ix Reljgion ( and pleaſing to God) to cut Mers Throats, Which 
yet they do not, they dare not do always in the down-right Godfrey way of mur- 
dering; that (has and may ) prove dangerous : No, the Devil is crafty, and 
his Agents and Emiſlaries can improve in Wit as well as Malice; They ſhall do 
the Feat, [lay their Snares, catch Men (not jnthe Night and be hang, but) at 
Noon-day,' and: by Law 3 not with cre! hands, but ( away worth two on't.) 
_ with venemous Tongues, Tongues of a Serpent, the Poyſor of Aſps is under their 
Lops; they kill ſure, rio Law can hinder them 3 nay, they'll make the Law Pimp 
to them, and” affiſt them in the Afſaſſinate. And that by falſe Oaths, falſe 
Tongues, ſwearing pro.and cor 3 as if thoſe that will ſwear you twenty Oaths 
1n an hour for God-have-Mercy, will ſcruple at one Oath' for Money; and to 
have all their other Oaths and Sins pardoned-into the Bargain, Atheiſm, Blaſt 
phemy, and Bigottiſze, is now ſo epidemical arid common, that therefore the was 
73. Hollanders, in their Courts of Judicature, pump out the Truth, not by Oath; 
but croſs and ſudden Irterrogatories, in which (by uſe their Judges are as dex- 
terous as happy. ED ne HE Tay Eee, | 
But by falſe Qaths, wicked Men can do the Buſineſs, do their own Buſineſs, get 
Hewards tor catching irinocent Men, and not always (though -ſometrmes ) the 
Gallows alfo for their Pains, in ſetting Szares to catch Men. | | 
Theſe are the Men that car do any Man's Buſineſs, how innocent ſoever 3 of 
theſe the Prophet David had Experience, wotul Experience, though he was 4 
Max ( for Integrity ) after God's own Heart. And the good Man was at his Wits 
 exd almoſt, and knew not well how to deal with theſe Men-catchers 3/ and there- ;... 
fore puts the Queſtion, as if he knew not how to reſolve it; ſaying—Ihut ſha} **H%3; 
be gruen unto thee £ or what ſhall be done unto thee, thou falſe Tongue & As if he 
ſhould fay, How ſhould I ſtop thy Mouth, thou falſe Tongue? anſwering, in 
the next Verſe, ſharp Arrows of the Mighty with Goals of Juniper - as if he ſhould 
fay 3 Except the Mighty God, with Coals of Juniper (the hotteſt Coals) ſtop 
the Mouth of theſe Hens Toon by his All-ſceing Power ( ſome unex- © 
Red Providence) vain is the help of Man. Therefore he adds-—Wo # me Plal.t:6.5: 
that I ſojourn in Meſech——amongſt a Pack of Rogues, that will fay and ſwear | 
any thing 5 what help ? He flies to God therefore, and prays—and criesin this 
Diſtreſs— Deliver my Soul, O Lord, from lying Lips, and from a deceitful Tongue: Plal.110.% 
And this Method he uſes againſt theſe Trepanners, and Men-catchers, in 
P/al140,141,142. making theſe three *P/alms againſt theſe dangerous Fellows, 
falling to his Prayers, and beginning with the Letany——Deliver me, O Lord, p14. 0c; 
from the Evil Man, preſerve we from the Violent Han; (or the Men of Violence) . © 
which imagine miſchief in their Heart, continnally are they gathered together ( or Plal. 146.44 
conſpiring and plotting ) for War : And what War ? what Bloodſhed ?' not 
that of the Sword, but wicked Tongues, a ſharp Weapon, and kills"as ſure; 
for he'adds, They have ſharpened their Tongues like'a Serpent, Adder's poyſon is pr. ;, 
 uader their Lips. Selah 3 -or mark that. And Verſ:5. The Provid have hid a Snare ,, . ; 
for vie, and Cords, they have ſpread a Net bythe way-ſide 5 they have ſet Grins for FE 
' we. Selah, The are the Snare-layers, that-watch for Men's Words to catch 
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The Hozrid Sin" of Mar-Catching; 
at thera, that. watch - for Mens halting; as they did for the Prophet Feremy's, 
when he heard the defaming of manyy Fear on every fide, Report; Jay arts 


- we will report it, with advantage no doubt 3 'a Lye (like a Snow-ball) ſeldom | 


loſes any thing in the tumbling up and down. © | LN 3 | 
Thus in anſwer to the firſt Query,” I have given you the CharaFer of a Mar- 
Catcher 5 and tho' I bave not skill enough to pourtray and limts zh3s Limb ofthe 
Devil, that would karraſs Men out. of their Livesand- Eſtates, yer by what 1 
have ſaid, you cannot but look upon him as the wor of Villains, © * - : 
Qweſt, 2. Of what do theſe Men-catchers make their Snares ? WY 
This Queſtion is not fo eafily anfwered ; for the Devil and his Emiſaries tutor 
them, and find them ſtuff to work upon ; and if one Snare break,they to work 
again, and will try if another will hold. They work with Head and Hearr, 


. Hand, Tongue, and Pen, but always privily, 10 private-Cabals they plot their 


Work, fittheir Engines, procure their Tools, and Inſtruments, and Engines ; 


| ſpare for no pains, no'coſt, not daunted with any ill ſaccefs ; like their Maſter, 


running to and fro, ſeeking whow they may devour. Either by down-right Mur- 
der and Ravilliacks, taking Men's Lives away ; that Snare catches Men to'pur- 
poſe. It was a *Pope that faid on ſuch-an occafion, A dead Dog bites not, * *' 
+ But tho' theſe are ſure Snares, yet there is danger in ſetting themh,and jeopardy 
to boot.z dangerous to the Men-hnnters and Men-catchers ';* murder will ont, 
one tire or other. - Therefore the ſureſt way of catching Innocent Men, is Fe- 
zebeF's-way, to make the Law catch a May, (as Innocent Naboth ) and kill'him 
by the Teſtimony of ſome Sons of Belial; as aforeſaid.  - © -* | 
_ Somethink, That this Sin of Catching, Trapping, Enſharing and Trepannmg 
Men by Sham-Plots, and Sham-Swearers, and falſe Swearers, is a New Mode, 
lately Invented, and new come over from beyond Seas, as our other-new Modes 
and Faſhions, and from the ſame place too : But they are mightily miſtaken, 
that think this Sin of enſnaring Men at this rate is a new Sin, -and never ( or 
but lately) invented and thought of, before this Age, ſo fruitful and luxuriant 
in monſtrous Births and. impious Productions. For you ſee already that this 
Sin is older than my Text, an old Frick of the Devil, of Fezebel, of Sel, of 
Ahab whom Jezebel his Wife ſtirred up ; no Sin more ſpoken of in Holy Scripture, 
no Sin had worſe Conſequence z for becauſe of ſwearing (the' Prophet means, 
Forſwearing, Perjury, or Falſe-Swearing) the: Land mourneth 3 as well as for 
what goes before, namely, the Land is fall of Adwlterers, and therefore alfothe 
Land mourneth : And fo the Prophet Hoſes couples them together-—By Swear» 
ing, and Lying, and Killing, and committing Adultery, they break ont, and Blood 
toxebeth Blood. The original word for Blood there; is in the phuyiul-number, to 
denote a great deal of Blood ſhed already by thoſe Falſe-Swearers, \Afﬀidavit- 
Men and Men-catchers, a dargeroas as well as a bloody Crew. TNT 
Bnet, 3. How and where do they lay thefe Snares ? edu ME 0 
I anſwer, Always in the Dark, privily do they ſhoot, and fear 'ndt, for their 


. Woeks are Works of Darkneſs, and the W hore in the. evelations (that has My- 


ftery writ in her Forehead ) diſciplines them in this Myſtery of Iniquity, in Jays 
Snares to catch Men, But always they ſet their Snares by- Night (1 mean)'by dark, 
they hope no Body ſees them 3 but he that 2s higher than the bighei# retandeth and 
there are higher than they. ' © $2 0g == STI 
Holy David compares theſe lurking Catch-Poles, theſe Knights of the Poſt, 


(that wait jn all Companies, and ply in all Aſſemblies} unto a Liz hmking inn 


his Den,or in ſecret places, lying in wait privily, and under ſome Covett (per-. 


| haps of the Righteous:Law) to catch Men, to catch their Prey: - Where Men 
- walk, where Men talk, by the way ; fide, ſays David, they infinvate to "all 
. Companies, all Buſineſs,. all Aſfem | 


ies, where they (can get adifiittance they 
are never out of their way 3 'catch at the Words of a Miniſter in the Pulpit, of = 
a Jud upon the Bench, laying Srares for him that reproveth #nthe Gate, [refit | 
ning their yery Comrades, their Friends and Familiars; like Jeremy's Companni- 


- "ons, Fer. 20. 10.) Ally Familiars waited for my halting, fuying -, Peradluchtite 


be will be enticed, -and we ſpall prevail againſt kim,” and we ſhall Fake ons Revenge | 
+: | | | 07 
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or bije. But this they always\do with all Privacy imaginable; and perhaps wit 
der'an Oath: of :Seereſp; tq pump the deeper, undet e6lour of Friend({hip; ar 
under coloutiof ſome doubrful-Word that will beartwo'nces, and*they ſha 
always take it in the worſs/ ſence, and the-wrovg ſence, and inconfiftents 7 ſence, 
and incoherent with all former or ſubſequent Diſconrte., or make Additions, 
Villanow Additions of their vwn 3 theſe are the Dark-Eavithorn Men; that like 
Faux, walk with a Vizard on, the Vizatd'ef Honeſty, of Religion, Friepdfhip, 


or perhaps of Good-Fellowſhip, laying thus their Szares- ſecretly and in the 


* 


Dark, to catch Mex z, Plali142.' 3. In the way (faith holy David; of my mploy, Plal. 144. 5. 
my. Trade, my Buſineſs) wherein 1 walked, have they privily laid a Seare for ate. 
- [Fourthly arid-laftly; Let:us conſider 'the ſve avd-Effe# of thefe Carchpoles, Quef. 4 
theſe Men-catchers, theſe Fndas's, theſe Trepanners z (for I know you would 
gladly. ſce theieExi# and Departure.) They do not-all '(hke Jud their Bro 4nſw-, 
ther) hang themſelves, otherwiſe than as their own Fats bring them to the Gal 
laws; and the Pit they have digged for others, they fall ito themſelves. Thug 
Holy :David prayed againſt thefe Men, (and'no doubt but God Almighty heard. 
his Prayers) ——Grant not, O Lord, the deſires of the Wicked, further not bis wic 7[«.140.9 g, 
hed device, leii they exalt themſelves. ' Selah. As for the head of thoſe that compaſs 
ve about, in the miſchief of their own Lips cover them.” Let the Wicked fall into Plal.1 41, 10. 
their awn Nets, whalit that T withal eſcape. Deliver me from my Perferntors, for pca.144.6, 14 
they are ſtronger than 1. Bring my Soul out of Priſon, that [ may praiſe thy Name. Tt 
ſeems they had .got the holy Man into Goal, theſe Man-catchers had catch'd him, 
and holed him, but could not hold him ; he outlived the Malice of theſe Man- 
catchers. 65170 : | 22 
- | Buit yetit is as true, that God in his ſecret Wiſdom does ſuffer theſe Trepan- 
ners:to proſper a while in their-Roguery 5 and feems to hide his Eyes whilſt his 
Beloved may be ſore ſmitten in the place of Dragons, and be covered with the ſhadow Pm OHES 
of Death, "tho for his ſake they be kalled all the day long, and are counted as Sheep for xd ae BR 
#he flaughter ; whilft Almighty God ſeems #0 ſleep and cait them off for ever, hiding 
his Face, and forgetting their AffiiTion and their Oppreſſuon. ——Whilst the Wicked 7/al.rocur, 
ſay, Tifh, God bath forgotten, he kideth his Face, he will never fee it, © 
And I fear, that Atheiſme and. Irreligion is the great Cauſe of theſe Evils of 
Swearing, Forſwearing , Perjury and 'Blaſphemy amongſt us; together with 
that falſe Religion, that deems it lawful to do evil, that: good may come thereof 3; 
or, (however) can give a Pardon' forithe worſt of Enormities and Villanies 3 
nay, can Saint a Villain, a Clement, a Murderer, a Favilliack, for Murder and 
King-killing. . . Betwixt this Religion and no Religion there goes but a pair of 
Shears;they are all of a Piece, 'and the Groundwork ofthis Religion and no Re- 
ligion is oe and the ſame, Atheiſm, it isto: be feared 5 The ſabtile Grandees and 
Egineers that ſet the bigotted Wheels at work, ſaying ir their heart, There is no 
God; as that Pope Leo the toth,' that: was ſuch a Fool as to diſcover his Athe- 
iſm, ina jolly Fit, or to ſhew his Wit, atid that he was above the foppiſh Cere- 
monies of that Superſtition,” could not forbear his villmous Poetry, m-another 
placerecited; ©: [75 fy, = EH 
v5 = Hei! quantum reddit nobis hec fabitla Chriſti! 


-_ 


I am fare this Temper or Difternper of Atheiſm drew a-great deal of Blood, good 
and. bad, from 1j#ael.and Fudb, and made their Iniquity to be exceeding great, 
and:filled the Land full of. Blood, and the'City full of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion : Bxck. g. g. 
(for ſo the word Perverſneſs is rendred; wreiting of Judgment 1n the Margent; ) | 
And the reaſon of. theſe Miſchiefs, is there given by the Prophet Ezekzel, at' the 
Jattet end of the'Verle, to'be Atheiſm, - — For they Jay, The Lord hath forſaken 
the' Earth, and the Lord ſeeth not; Like'thoſe in Malachz, that ſay, Every one'that Mal, 2.1, 
doth Ewil, is good inthe fight of the Lord; and he delighteth in them ; or, Where is 
the God of Fudgment ? Where ?''No where ſure, faith the Atheiſt ! or elſe he is 
ke Bal, and bufie; either he is talking; or he is purſumg, or 1s in a Journey, ' Kings 18.27- 
or takes a Nap at preſent and ſleepeth, and muſt be awakened. 
_ Podr Worms Yet theſe are the Blades of our Times, and the Men of Va- 
lour ; they dare ftrut, like thoſe Giants of old, that bid Heaven Battel, and bid 
7 | "0 | defiance 
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©." The Hozyid Sino Gan-Catrhing:” | 
defiance to.the God of Heaven, and blaſpheme him to his Facez and ifever 
they pray to him, 'tisonly;/in Jeer, as when they pray to God to dams them, 


- 


damn them. .. Al ix good ime; And yet theſe plumed Whiflers ſhall (like Ca: 
Ligula) ſeek. a, Celler or. Cave to hidetheir heads in; when it does but Thunder; 
and: their hearts tremble and quake at'every crack:of Thunder : Or, if Death - 
- do bur-{tarethem in theFace,through the Caſement'of Sickneſs, old Age, Peſti- 
lence, orin a_ Battle, -then any , Pzivy: hole or Hollow-Tree, is worth all the 
World to. them to hide their heads in. - | | 
-- .. Ay, but. like _ that Egyptiar, King Pharaoh, let but their Fears be over, and 
_ © their Laſts, that rule them make them Arheiſts again, or willing to be Atheiſts 
- again, and-they ſtrut-again, and cry, Damn them again, and the little Peacocks 
”  ſhream out and yawl amain, pluming themſelves. Thus when Pharaoh ſaw that 
3 2, the Rain, ard the Hail, and the Thunder were ceaſed, be ſinned et more, and hars- 
& Exod. 9. 34: dened his Heart, he and. bis Servants. 44s IO . 
Es  AndTleaflure you, theſe People think themſelves of the ſubtileft Mould of 
Mankind, Wits refin'd from the common Dreggs-of Opinions, imbib'd in Infan- 
_ cy and aReligious Education, and are in all Men's Opinions (as well as their 
© own) #0 ſmall Fools. [Tis .a courſe Complement, I confeſs,to Men of their Preg- 
| .. nancy; butl learn'd it. a long time ago-in my Pſalter, The Fool hath ſaid in his 
Pſal.14. 1. Heart, There is. #0 God. He cannot ſay ſo in his Head, if therebe any Brains 
init, oyany Eyes to ſee (the Earth, the Heaveys; the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, 
that keep their Courſes, whoſe Mover and Maker.is God) but-he ſays ſo in his 
Heart, (that'1s) he wiſhes and prays 1o.1n his Heart, that there wereno God. God 
* (there)4n the Original 1s E/ohim, not Fehovah. Fehovah ſignifies God as he is 
Eternal and SelEexiſtentz but Elohzze fignifies God as he is a Fudge, and fo this 
.- Pfalmiſtuſes the Word in Plalm 82. 6. I have ſaid, ye are Gods ; Elohim, Judges 
"IT FES "Bi or Magilſtrates. * WHY OT. ; | 
Pfal $2 8, Thus the Fool could be content there was a:Jehovah, a good and merciful 
God ; but he cannot in his Heart-(which accuſes and condemns him) defire an 
Elohim, which is greater than our: Heart, and knoweth all things, even the ſe- 
crets of the Heart, the ſecret Plottings, Conſpiracies, Perjuries, and black Villa- 
- nies hatch't in Hell, and in the dark; and.the moſt ſecret Adulteries, Sodomies, 
- and Abominations not to be named, whilſt the Atheiſtical Committers of theſe 
IM - . Impieties, like thaſe Antients of the Houſe of 1/ael, that did: their Tdolatry in 
'* Eck 8.1% the dark; every Mar in the Chgmbers of his Imagery > for they ſay; the Lord ſeeth as 
not, the Lord hath forſaken the Earth. ; Then. ſaid he unto me, Haſt thou ſeen this, 
&8.17. - O Son of Man? Ii a light thing to the Houſe of Þudah, that they commit the Abo- 
minations which they commit here £ For they have filled the Land with Violence, and 
have returned to provoke me to Anger : and lo, they put the Branch to their Noſe. 
Thereforewill I alſo ( ſauh God } deal in fury ; nine Eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will 
T have pity, and tho they cry in mine Ears with a loud Voice, yet will I not hear them. 
\ Therefore go. daxce, you Athiſts.! and ye that curſe and damn, ſwear and 
forſwear, and kick up your heels at Heaven, go dance,like Murderers in a Goal, 
(with your Shackles on) and think every day a play-day till the Afſfizes come. 
1a 815.18. Go Rant, and damn:your ſelves, and fay with -your Brethern ( in [/aiab) we 
ul have made a Covenant with Death, and with Hell are we at au Agreement. When 
the overflowing Scourge ſhall pg through, it ſhall not come unto ws, for we have made 
Lies our *Refuge, and under Falſhood have we hid our. ſelves - But, your Covenant 
_ "with Death ſhall be diſannulled, and your Agreement with Hell ſhall not ſtand 5 when 
_ "the overflowing Scourge ſhall paſs through, then ye ſhall be trodden down by it. 
One would think that'no Man ſhould be ſo purblind and:Beetle-brow'd as to 
be an-Atheiſt 3 who can chuſe but they muſt-viſibly-ſee God's Almighty Hand 
_ ſtretched out, in. Judgments, in. Mercics, / in overthrowing a mighty Oppreſſor, 
and perhaps by a Jebx, as very an Oppreſſor as hethat he overthrew, and tread- 
ingin the ſame Arbitrary and Tyrannicil Opprefſion, and in- the very ſteps 'of 
his Predeceſſor, down tumbles he'too 3 and'this Divine Juſtice 'ns viſible to any 
Man of Obſervance or. common Underſtanding, The Heathen called this Divine 
Vengeance Nemeſis.3 and the Heathen Poet could not but obſexve-it, when he 


ED ſaid, wy Y 
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- The horrid Sin of Mar-catching. 
—— Raro antecedentem Seeleſtun deſernit. pena pede claudo. 


| The Gouty Judge comes limping , makes no haſte; 
Burt hell ſtrike home and heavy at the laſt. 
| Lord, (faith the Prophet) when thy Hard 4s lifted up, they will not ſee + but they 
ſhall ſee,and be aſhamed for their Envy towards thy People, the Fire of thine Enemies 
ſhall devour them. But Words. are loſt, and much more holy Scripture Words 
are loſt on theſe ſtout HeCtors, Atheiſts, falſe Witneſſes, Men:Ggtchers, Catch- 
poles, and Sham-Evidence. God bleſs us all from them, and Frant we may ne- 
ver come into their Clutches, or within the reach and probability of their 
Oaths, their Oaths; "the Snares wherewith they catch Men, many honeſt Men, 
uſeful Men 3 nay, therefore theſe Men-catchers lay their Snares and their Oathing 
Gins to catch them, becauſe they are- honeſt and uſefu}, and ſtand juſt inthe 
way to hinder their villanous Plots and Deſigns. . | | 
' . Wall, go 0n, and ſwear and damn your ſelves to the-Pit of Hell ; and let 
Men perſwade you there's no ſuch thing as Hell ; at worſt, but a kind of Pur- 
ory, a certain refining Crucible, only to take away your Droſs ) and for 
2 little Mony,, or killing two or three Hereticks, and that warm Hot-Houſe too 
may be avoided. Make theſe Lies your Refuge, and under theſe Falſhoods 
hide your ſelves; there's little hopes to convert a Fader, they! be hang'd firſt, 
or hang themſclves firſt, as he did, and damn themſelves firſt it is to be feared. 

Oh ! buc they'l ſay, It is a difficult thing,to prove a Rogue perjurd ; and an 
Afﬀidavit-Man. and an Euidence (hall find Favour and Friends, 'tis hoped ; and 
if we ſwear ((ay they) to catch andentrap a Man out of his Life and Eſtate, we 
are upon our Oaths, (ſo are they every honr of the day but when they ſleep, but no 
ſooner are they awake, but the firſt is a Prayer to God, Damn me) none can 
contradi& us, the Jury 1s bound to believe us ( whether they will or no, and in 
ſpight of their Heart and Conſcience ) they muſt go according to their Evidence 3 
(Tes, yes, the Furies well know their Duty, well know you and your Evidence too ) 
hone know to the contrary 3 1s 'not an Oath-an Oath ? 

Yes, yes, an Oath is an Oath; and an honeſt Man's Oath is intended for the 
deciſion of all Strife « an Oath is not to make Strife, nor to draw Blood, nor to 
drill Men out of their Eſtates and Honours. And tho none know to the con- 
trary but God Almighty 3 yet they go on and ſay, "Before Death, and the Day of 
Judgment, we'll repent, and get a Pardoz from our Ghoſtly Father ; nay, perhaps 
they have one beforehand in their Pockets, ſab Sgillo Piſcatoris, vel Sacerdotis. 


Iſa, 26, 11 


But your Ghoſtly Father, not their Father *Pa-Pa, Pater Patrum, cannot de- 


liver the falſe-Swearers and Men-catchers from the juſt Judgment and Diſcove- 


_ ry of the Father of Spirits, who proteſts he will be both Fudge and Fury, and 
| Witneſs too, againſt the falſe-Swearers, Adulterers and Oppreſlors 3 Mal. 3. 5. 


[ 
will come near to you to Fudgment, and I will be a ſwift Witneſs againſt the Sorce oa Mal. 3. F; 


againſt the Adulterers, and againſt falſe Swearers, and againit thoſe that oppreſs the 
Hireling in his Wages, the Widow and Fatherleſs, and that turn aide the Stranger 
from his Right, and fear not me, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. = 

What is Man or Men, without the comfort of Society > what Commerce or 
Felicity in the World without Society be fecur'd 2 Away— ye *Peſts to all So- 
ciety, away— Ye that are the Plague of Mankind and all Commerce !- who can 
be ſafe, if a ſevere courſe be not taken with ye Fzdaſſes, that betray Innocent 
Blood? Repent, repent, as your Brother Jadas did, and fay with him, I have 


I 


price of Blood ; but make not the Kingdom an Akeldama, or Field of Blood: 


' TI do not ſay that all Sins are crying Sins, and bring Judgments on a Kingdom 


and Nation, but this Sin of Injuftice and Oppreſſion under colour of Law and 


Juſtice, by Falſe-Swearing and Sham-Evidence, catching and trapping Men, is 
certainly « crying Sin, and brought God's Judgments, his dreadful Judgments 


upon Sodom, the cry of whoſe Sins was ſo loud as to reach up'to. Heaven, Ger. 
13.20,21, And what were the Sins of Sedow? mark them well, asthe Prophet 
© Ezekiel numbersthem to the Men of I/7ael to make them beware. As [ hve ſaith 


the 


faned, in betraying Innocent Blood ! and reſtore'the Thirty pieces of Silver, the 


$ The Hozrid Sin of Man-Catching- 
the Lord God, Sodom thy Siſter hath not done, ſhe nor her Daughters, as thou haſt 
Ezck. 16. 48, - done, thou and thy Daughters. Behold, this was the Iriquity of thy Siſter Sodom ; 
49, 50- Pride, fulneſs of Bread;: aud abundance of Idleneſs was in her, and #n her Danghters, 
neither did ſhe firengthen the hand of the poor and neeay. So thut even withdrawing 
of Fuſtice,or oppreſſmg the needy,is a crying Sin,and deſtroyed Sodom and 1j7ael too. 
Therefore this: Sin of falſe-Swearug, and Oppreſſion, or catching Men by the 
Oaths of Catch-Pales.agd Sham-Evidence, has been an old-{m;*that ruind ing 
Ahab and Queen Fezebel, almoſt. ruin'd their Kingdom by a great Drought, it- - 
rained not for the ſpace of three years, ſo that there was a Famine and Mortali- 
ty, they had c@any Graſs, or #ater to keep the reſt of the Beaſts alive, 1 Kings 
I8. 5: m1 | EIFDOT- £44.17 MOI MHOO TE E 
| TAGda this Sin, tho.axcommon (too too common 'Sin) is ſeldom touch'd-ppon 
-in Pulpits, tho none more declaim'd againſt in Holy Writ 3 ſome Miniſters will 
not,, and ſome cannot, and ſome._dare not gize-theſe' Devils thezr dye, by a juſt 
and ſharp Reproof, I mean theſe faltt-Swearers,Catch-polesSham-Plotters,and 
Sham-Evidence; that lay their Snares privily to catch Mex. Let Papiſts call this 
a Verrial Sin, we know 'tis Mortal, "tis Fatal, 'tis a crying Sin. * / | 
How conſciencious was good Semel to afloil himſelf of this Sin before all the 
People, before he left his Office of Chicf Magiſtrate, tho not in*the leaſt onilty; 
1 Sam. 12. 3. "Behold, here I am, witneſs againſt me before the Lord, and befpre 
his Anointed : Whoſe Ox have 1 taken & | or whoſe Af have I taken 2 or whon, ave 
Þ defrauded £ whom have 1 oppreſſed £-or of whoſe hand have T received any Bribe; 
to blind mine Eyes therewith £ aud 1 will reſtore it you. Ard they ſaid, - Thou ha5F 
rot FADTI #4, nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt thou taken ought of any May's band. 
And he ſaid unto them; The Lord is Witneſs againſt you, and his Anointed is Withes 
this day, that ye have not found ought in my bands. And they anſwered, He is W, rtreſs. 
" What care was here to get a Pablick and General Acquittance (that he had fot 
exerciſed Arbitrary Government, Injuſtice, Fraud, or Opprefon') before he 
left his Place 2 Is not this better than to be turn'd out for theſe Crimes. and bes. 
come the common Odium and Object of the Peoples Hatred and juft Indigha- 
tion, beſides the ſtings and ſtigmatizings of a gauled and wounded Conſcience 
Spoken ro the And therefore you that are Magiſtrates have a'-fair Example here, as welt as 
_ — i fair Warning, againſt all Injuſtice, Fraud, Opprefſion and Wrong ; or coun- 
preſent. tenancing and abetting all unjuſt or Sham-Proſecutions, plotted by wicked 
Men ( that make no Conſcience of a-thoufand Oarhs) and yet can enſnare and 
catch Men by virtue of one Oath, to.their ruine of Life, Liberty, Eſtate, and 
1.1.17. Poſterity. Sek Fudgment, relieve theOppreſſed, judge the F atherkfs, plead for the 
Vidow. What tho theſe Catch-Poles or Catch-Men-fay, as.their Brethren did, 
Pal. 12.4. PAI, 12, 4. With our Tongue will we prevail, onr Lips are our own 3 who is Lord 
over #2 And yet this lawleſs Wretchy is deſcribed: two *P/al/mrs before.to be brie 
Pſal.10.2,8,9, whoſe Month is full of Curſeng and Deceit. and Fraud 5, under his Tongne is Mſchief 
TOtit* , and Vanity, ( Heb. Iniquity:) He fits in the lurking places of the Villages, # the ſecret 
places doth be murder the Innocent, his Eyes are privily ſet againſt the Poor. He 
lieth in wait ſecretly, as a Lion in his Den, he lieth in wait to catch the Poor when 
he draweth him into his Net. He croucheth and humbleth himſelf, that the Poor may 
fall by his ſtrong ones. He hath faid-in his heart, God hath forgotten, be hideth his 
Fate, he will never ſee it. Ariſe, O Lord , O God, lift up thine Hand, forget not 
the Humble, ( Heb. humbled or afflicted.) 7 Ba ann 7 oe 
And God heard thjs Prayer 5 for P/al. 12.5. we read, — For the Oppreſſion 
on Poor, fer the ebing of the Needy, now will 1 ariſe (ſaith the Lord) 1 will ſes 
int in ſafety from him that puffeth at him, ( Heb. him that would enfoare him.)- 
Luk,” 22.3- ' 'ThoT had not read it to:you this Morning in the Seco-d Leſſor, (lo freſki in- 
.. your Memories) yet there are few..of you but know that there was a Plot, an 
Horrid Plot and Conſpiracy by the chief Prieſts and Scribes, againſt our Bleſſed 
Redeemer's Life, and willirg enough they were to kill kim, but they feared the People. 
Lukay.2, - Wherefore they reſolved he ſhould ſuffer by the Law ofthe Land, for Treaſon, 
irt Perverting the Nation, and forbidding to give Tribute to Caſar, &c. ; 
- But how fall they prove:the Inditment? _ {137i 
Why that's the caltcſt thing in the World 3 it is but looking out (and they are: 
: EE | always 


The-Hozrid Sin of Wan-Eatching, -- 8 
always at Hand) ſozze Knights of the Poſt, ſome falſe Aﬀidavit-Men,Catch-Poles, 
and falſe Evidence, and theSham-Plot is perfe&, the Inditment prov'd, and the 
buſineſs done. > | | | 

Therefore all Heads to work, eſpecially the Chief-Prieſts (they muſt be in at 
. a dead lift) and Elders, azd all the Council ſought falſe Witneſs againſt Feſws to put I 
himto Death. But found none : yea though many falſe Witneſſes came, yet found 
theynone. (That was hard, but) at the laſt came two falſe Witneſſes. And theſe 
did the Bufineſs, for which they came, for, which they were hired,and they were 
Ceſar s Evidence, and ſwore for Ceſar, and ſwore the Matter home 3 and theſe 
Catchers carried the Cauſe againſt the greateſt Innocence. 

Mighty glad (no doubt ) were the Chief Prieſts, Elders and Council 5 and 
mightily carefſed and much made of were theſe two Sham-Eviderices and falſe © 
Witneſſes, that ſwore home ; eſpecially,after the former falſe Witneſſes miſcar- 

Tied in the attempt, as not having got their Leſſon ſufficiently by Heart. They 
had need be Men of Cunning and Ability that can ſwear thorow-ſtitch and 
. cleverly, mixing ſome Fruth and probable Circumſtances, amongſt many, aud 
amongſt the main-Lie : There is Art in Daubing, : 

From a Lyon, a Tyger, a Wolf ora Serpent, we may make ſore Defence 
.and Proviſion; but this kind of Snake is Argnis.in herba, rio Foreſight, no Cau- 
tion, no Prudence, no Innocency can defend from the ſting of this forked ve- 
nemous and murdering Tongue, except a Man abandon all Society with Man- 
kind. | Ds w 
'Tis true Men may keep theſe Snakes (and but perhaps neither) out of their *- 
Bed-Chambers, ſcarcely out of their Houſes : however not out of Publick 
Houſes, Churches, Courts of Judicature, Exchanges, and Publick Aſſemblies ; 
ſo that if they can but bring good proof for the Circumſtances, as that they 
were at ſuch a time in ſuch a Church, Afſembly, Exchange, Publick Meeting, in 
Court,City or Country, /et ther alone to witneſs what they heard there. 

Theſe ( I fay) are the great Plague, the zoze-ſuch *Peſis of all Society, the 
common-Nuſance : no former Age (that I read of) can parallel ours for improve- 
ment of Vice and Miſchief: What Block-heads were the French-Mez's Anceſtors 
in the Art of Poyſoning, in compariſon of the preſext Skll and Dexterity 2 What 
Block-heads were the Iriſh, the native Iriſh, in all Arts and Myſteries imaginable, 
in former Ages 2 but ow how ingenious ! (though ſome of them are but Bung- 
lers (till, and enough to deftroy a neat, well laid, and well contriv'd Plot in the 
Management, for want of Skill- in a ſubtle Intrigue ; ) but time and good Tirtors 
may improve them, if there be firſt a willing mind. | 

Tell not me of Conſcience and \ Religion, when Men make it a matter of 
Conſcience and Religion to catch Men by falſe Oaths,and ſo cyt their Throats ! 
Will zou call this Religion, and ar acceptable day to the Lord 2 | 

Is z0t this the Religion that I have choſen 2 to looſe the bands of Wickedneſs, to 16a. 58. 3, 6. 
undo the heavy © Burden,and to let the Oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every Voake 

_ - Thus have. entertained you an Hour, with my Meditations, not without 

ſome reluctancy ( I profeſs; for I never deſignd 'till this Morning to preach 
upon this Text 3 but intended to infiſt upon my former Text, having the laſt 
Lords Day left it abruptly for want of time : but I could not fix my Meditati- 
ons nor Heart upon any other Text then this. Ln - 

I am no Exthyſiaſt, to fancy that every conceit ofmine,or warmth ofthought, 

- isan impulſe ofthe Holy-Ghoſt ; nor yet ſuch a Libertire, as to negled all ob- 
ſervation of the ſecret and vehement Impullſes of God's Spirit, and his holy 
Communion with our Spirits. And I have often experimentally found (at other 
times) upon the like ſhort previous Premeditation, the good Succeſs thereof up- 
on the Auditory, hoping and praying that what in this Sermon wants of ire 
or Man's Abilities,may be ſ#pplyed by that Holy Spirit, that beſ# teacheth us to pro- 
fit. To whone with the Father and Sor be Glory for ever. Amen. 
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The ÞPOST-SCRYPLT. 
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The PosrtsCR1PrT to the Readers, 


ﬆ ND now, Gertle readers, if ever I had need to beg your Candor, or 
to make an Apology for publiſhing a crude Sermon, ow 7s the time. 
For as it is true, that I had not ſo much as ſhort Notes when I 
preach'd it, nor time to make them 3 ſo,as near as my Memory ſerves me, I have 
ſet down verbatine (at leaſt the ſuſtance of ) what I preachd ; writing immedi- 
ately what I preach'd whilſt freſh in my Memory, and fo ſent it the next day by 
a ſpecial Meſſenger to the Prefs. b 
You'l fay, perhaps, Why, What hafte 2 If this had never been printed, or 


3 


printed ſeven years hence, 1t 1s ſoon enough. 


And all may be ; For neither in the Preaching nor Publiſhing had I the leaſt 
Refle&ion to hit any particular Man alive. 


But I know the Sin of ſetting Snares to catch Men is ſo common (too too cone- 


: #101 God knows ) in theſe days3 ſuch Shamming and Trepanning, that ſcarce 


| \ Gal. 3. 1- 
& 4. IGs 


an honeſt Man.in Ezgland of any Eminency, but has or may have cauſe to fay 
with Holy David, ——Every day they wreit my Words, all their Thoughts are a- 


gains? me for Evil. 


If this Diſcourſe then be but commoda ut accommoda, as profitable as ſeaſon- 
able, I have my end and only aim 3 purpoſely waving in this Sermon all vain 
Rhetorical Flourilhes, idle or elaborate Quotations, much more that Scenical 
gaping, or. endeavour at Wit, Pun or Quibble, ſo much admired by the Hum- 
wing-Tribe. In which little Arts I have no Skill, and lefs Will 3 as thinking no 
Rhetorick or Quotations comparable to that, and thoſe in Holy Writ ; leaving 
to Pulpit-Stagers the little Hits, Hintings and Glances at Wit, unbecoming the 
Gravity and Grandeur of a Divine, and better befitting the levity of a Stage, 
or a Barber's Shop, than the. Sacred Pulpit. | 

And as I have no Malice againſt any Man alive ; ſo I do not know nor be- 
lieve that I havean Enemy in the World, but ſuch as are'ſo uponxhe ſame ſcore, 
and for the ſame reaſon, with which St. *Paxl upbraids the bewitched and fooliſh 
Galatians, Am I therefore become your Enemy becauſe I tell you the Truth e 


Some think our Diviſions and Diſtra&tions are ſo great, that they will not - 


find a ſborter Period, than the Wars and Miſcries of Greece - of the end where- 


.- of the Oracle of Apol/o ( being conſulted) replied, — They ſhould ſurceaſe wher 
' they ſbould double the Altar at Delos ; which was Cubique-form. Whereupon 


all hands went to work in haſte to add another Altar to the old one, of a like 
C xy" ing to-it 3 butto little purpoſe, for the Afiſeries abated not a whit. 

Bur Plato better expounded the riddling God, telling them, the Oracle meant, 
They ſhould never have end 3 for the doubling a Cube in Solids, is ( as the Qua- 
drature of a Circle in Plazo among(t'the Geometricians, or as the Philoſophers 
Stone, amongſt the vain-pronuſfing and vain-boaſting Chymiſts ) never (alas!) 
ever to be found out. _ | 

Yet I have other Thoughts, more Faith, and better Hope that our Diſtra- 
ions will find a happy Concluſion, and the depth of the Plots and Sham-Plots 
in geod time be fathomd, ſounded tothe bottom, and diſcovered ; yet, truly, I 
think, (as it is ſaid of the Altar at Delos) a period, an end of our DiſtraQtions is 
impoſible, *rill all *Popiſh Altars, Popiſp ' = and Popiſh Claim (by the *Pope 
and his Emiſſaries) to theſe three Kingdoms of England,Scotland and lreland.and 
the_propagation- of his Superſtition amongſt us be extirpate -and rooted out, 
nay, Root and Branch :-for there always were Plots, Popiſh Plots, in the Reigns 
of all our Kings, ever fince the Pope's Supremacy and Uſurpations have been 
rejected ; and whillt there is a fair proſþe@ and hopes of Redemption of this Gol- 
den Fleece, (though they be but Glimpſes) Popiſh Plots and Conſpracies cannot 
poſlibly ceaſe, nor the Engliſh,Scotiſh and Iriſh-Papiſts, ceaſe their Aſſiſtance and 
Conſpiracies, except they apoſtatize from the Principles of Popery. 


M0 PIPST-SCRYPT; it 
_ Do they not all follow.the Fathers ofthe '{anzcil of Trent, into whidh riot 5 E) 
Man was admitted to Vote;. till he had-taken this Oath «== =p 
Epo N.'8&. Papatum Romane Feeleſie & regulas Santtorum Patriime adjiitor evo 
" — rage & t etnendune, [00 ordine meo, contra omnes |=" EIN In 
_, Engliſh-ting Res i brie. 

ZN. &+.will be an Aﬀſiſtant, to defend and maintain the Papacy of the 
Church'of Rowe, and the Commands of the Holy-Fathers (the Popes of 
Rome) againſt all Men Living. . 1 | 

How z4coz{iſtert is this. Oath with the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy ? 

How 3mp4{/ible #0 reconcilgtheſe two Oaths 2 How impoſiible for a Man to be 4 

right and true Papiſt,” and at the ſame time @ right and true SnbjetF to a Prote- 

ſtant Prince ! For which cauſe ( no doubt ) it was made Treaſon, by the Sta- 

tutes, 23 £172. cap. 1. and-3_ Fac. 4. (in the Reigns of thoſe two wiſe Princes) 

Not only to perxſwade the King's Subjects ( bred and educated in the Proteſtant 

Religion ) to apeſtatize and turn Papiſts 3 but the very Apoſtates themſelves are 

Traiters, — declared in theſe very words. | 
———Ind 4; any perſon ſhall after the end of this Seſsion of Parliament, by 

any means be willing?y abſoived, 02 withdzawn, as afozeſaid, o2 willingly be re- .. 5. ;. 

conctied, (to the Romifh Religiorl before recited) o2 ſhall promiſe any Obedt- _ 

ence £0 any ſuch pretended Authozity, Pince, State, o2 Potentate, as is a- 

foxeſaid 3 'That then every (uch Perſon, their Pzocurers and Colunſellours 

thereunto, being thereof lawfully Convicted, ſhall be taken, tryed,and avjudg: 

£D; att ſhail ſuffer and faxeit as in Caſes of High Treaſon. 

Then the faid Statute (which ſee at large) makes it Aiſpriſion of Treaſon wit- 
tingly to aid or maintain fuch an Apoſtate, or conceal his Offence twenty days to- 
gether, without diſcovering it to a Fuſtice' of 'Peace, or other high Officer : nay, 
he ſhall pay an Hundred Marks, and be 1mprifoned a Year, that ſhall willingly 
hear Maſs as it follows in the ſaid Statute. Ho. 

And by the ſaid Statute, 3 Facobe, The Apoſtate to the Romiſh "Religion ſhall be | 
indiced, tried, and proceeded againſt as a Traitor, either at the Aizes and ; Jacobi 4% 
Goal- Delivery of the County for the time being, or before the Juſtices of the 
Court of King's Bench, _ | | 

So careful have our Kings. and Parliaments been . to brad that Fuliar, that 
( being educated in an honeſt and true Religion built upon Holy Writ) ſhould 

. be ſuch a Fool, or Knave, or Atheiif (ior one of the three, or all of the three, 
ſach an Apoſtate mult be) to change ſuch a Religion, for a Superſtition forg'd 
and invented by *Prelatical Pride and Rapacity. For the maintenance whereof, 
all their Pious Frauds and Cheats, all their lying-Miracles, Indulgences, Pur- 
gatories, Limbus's, Croſles, Images, fAgnas Deir, Holy Water, Maſſes, Cano- 
nizations, Prayers to Saints, Baptizing af Bells, Excommunications, Fulminations, 
1Tnquiſitions, burning of Hereticks, Maſſacres, Fopperies, Plots, and Sham-plots 
are calculated, defign'd and: contrivd. 

I do not think that every ſilly Papii? knows theſe things 3 for they (poor Pup- 
pets! ) dance, creep to. the Croſs, bow, cringe, drop Beads, croſs theraſelves, 
ſprinkle themſelves with Holy Water, mumble their Aves, and ſhow tricks.,as the 
Maſters of the *Puppet-Play with Wiers ( within the Curtain ) acuate them ; and 
make them fri ſo ridiculouſly, curvet, and ſhew ſuch Gambols in Religion, 
eſpecially at Proceſſzovs (which t have ſeen in Portugal) that the ſobereſt Coun- 
tenance.cannot forbear a Smile, mixt with Pity. But there's never a Feſuit a- 

'mongſt them, *Pope nor Cardinal, tut knows that I here write God's Truth + 
And cannot forbear laughing among themſelves at theſe Frauds 3. only,they ſanCtify 
theſe Cheats with a mollifying, Epithet, calling them — *"Piows Frauds. 
. I know tis hard,very hard, tor even a rational Man,to emancipate himſelf and 
his Reaſon out of the Hand: and Tyranny of Superſtitions, ſuck'd in with our 
Mother's Mitk, and 1mbibd by Education. And therefore, [rather pitty than 
blame a4illy. Papiſt, Man or Woman, brought up in ſuch Ko Eng * Which 
are as ridiculous asthat of the Izdiars of the IfſJand of St. Thomas, that fight it 
out to Neath to this day, to decide which is the right Elephant's Tooth —_ fell 
©. rom 
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- from Heavenz whilſt the wik lauglv:ur pity them, Judgin (aright,) that both - 
the pretendedly Divine and Heavenly" Fungs came from the faw-bone of the Beaſt. 
I therefore have compaſſion for theſe Bigots, b»t owe for a Proteſtant, that in 
defiance of Truth; ſhall Apoſtatize therefrom, and Tun to theſe thick-chull d V a- 
 wities;, for which groſs Perverſion (hot Converſion) the Apoſtate cannot ſo much 
- as pretend'the deluſion of Education, . but quite contrary 3 I fay, ſach a Faliar 
- Apoitate, muſt either be an Atheiſt,aud fo,of zo Religion; or ſome filly fooliſh Bi- 
got, that underſtands. not the Principles of any Religion; or elſe has conceivd 
ſome monſtrous and bloody Stratagems and Plot, _ le to be brought forth but 
by the ſole Midwifery of ſich "Bloody Hands and Bloody Religion ; no other Re- 
ligion can, poſſibly do the Feat. In ſuch caſe, I-confeſs, there is 2 zeceſſity for 
ſuch an Apoſtate to defy and forſake Proteſtant Principles, and the Proteſtant 
Religions ; 5 A, 
: For did ever any wiſe or honeſt Man eſpouſe and wed a Religion (to which he 
' was not pre-contraFed, .and in Infancy drawn in and cajold) ill Acquaintence 
firi# had with that Religion he weds 2 
De m4joritare And do not all the Learned and Authentick Romiſh Doors affert, and hold 
& obedzenrih.  pablickly in their Printed Writings and Books, that — "Papa poteſt diſpenſare 
1540 i contra jus Naturale ? The Pope can diſpenſe with the Laws of Nature, ( that's 
eloſſ Ditm@.' pretty well to begin with) contra Canones Apoſtolorum; he can diſpenſe with the 
8:Pre59)"®* Rules of the Apoſtles : And, contra formans werborum in Baptiſmo, with the form 
{Zr cap. $t4-,of the words in Baptiſm 3 (How they improve ! but let theme go ou.) Others ſay, 
ras cpm - The Popecan diſpenſe contra Ju Divinum, contra. nouum Teftamentum; others, 
Unicmny; T1» de onmmibus Preceptis veteris & novi Teſtamenti, contra Epiſtolas Pauli, &c. too 
- glef4. Pan rhany to enumerate. Some of them aſſert, That. the Pope can diſpenſe with 
" vat. Divine Right, and can diſpenſe with and againſt the New-Teſtament; others, - 
ſu. Angel in with the Epiltles of St. Payl 3 others, that the Pope can diſpenſe with the Pre- 
<:#1nt. PP. cepts both of the Old and New Teſtament. | 
__ Poſleft with theſe Deviliſh Principles, therefore- have their famous Doctors 
reviled aud blaſphemed the: Holy Word of God. 
Pigghius Hie- Which Albertns Pigghtws calls ( Naſws cerens, qui ſe horſum, illor ſum, & in quam- 
fol. Be 3-3* cnrque volueris partem, trahi,  retrahi, fingique facile permittit;)) a Noſe of Wax, 
that eafily ſaffers it ſelf to be drawn backward and forward, this-way and that 
Pigghius Con- way, and any way 3 and-1n his third Controverfie concerning the Church, he 
rH « Ec- faith, ſurt enim Scripture muti Fudices, The Scriptures are-dumb Judges. 
; Did not Ladovicus, a Canon of the Chuxch of Laterar, in the late Converticle + 
Flaccus llyri. Cor Council) of Trext, without reproof, in an Oration, aſſert, that Scriptura eſt 
| cus #» Norma quaſy mortunm Atramentum, The Scripture is-dead Ink? | FT 
' Concil, And his Blaſphemy confirm'd by the Biſhop of Poytiers in the fame Convent, 
_ Steida- ſaying, Scripture et res inanimis & muta, ſtent etiame ſunt relique Leges *Politices 
mn 23 TheScripture is a dead and dumb thing, .as all other Politick Laws. 
: No wonder therefore _ that Card. Hoſezs, the Pope's Legate, and Preſident of 
the Council of Trezt, anſwered with as much [piety as Scurrility to that Ob- 
, jeftion, (namely, ThatKing Davzd, being no Biſhop, yet had written the Book | 
a ru bal of Pſalms ; anſwered) — nid ni ſcriberet e Scribimus indo#i dotique Poema- + 
B:eatium. 74 paſſzm , Why ſhould he not write ? (quoting a Verſe out of Horace: ) 
The learned Poets, Songs endite 3 , 
Thunlearned too do Ballads write... | 
00 No wonder alfo neither, that St. *Paxl cannot paſs by them without a Jeer 
” - Ludovic, Viv. and Scoff : Augnſtirum vetuſtas ſua tuetur 5 qui ſi reuviuiſceret cum Paulo, certe ille 
| wnlb.13.Civ. contemptus efſet tRhetorculus aut: Grammaticulus ; "Paulus verd vel Inſanirc vel He- 
"2 Gut* retjcus videretur. Anguſtine is ſafe now becauſe of his Antiquity : but if he and 
F "Paul were alive again, he would be as contemptible” as a pitiful Rhetorician, 
and poor Grammarian 3: but Paz! would be acconnted a Mad-Man, or an He- 
retick. B | | 
_ Whereas they hold that the Pope is alter:Dexs ## Terri ; God upon Earth : 
| and others ſay, Chriſtzs in Celo preſidet, Papa'in Terris reſidet 3, Chriſt isPrince 
bs xiche1 Toes. 0 Heaven, the Pope on Earth. Nay, their Hebrew Gloſs upon Dex. 17. 11. 
{ Dent. Ways, Sidixerint tibi quod dextra ſit foriftra, ant quod ſiniftra ſit dextra, talis ſen- 
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The ÞHSTSCRYPT, .. +713 
tentia tenenda eft 3 if they (the Pope and bis Emiſſaries) tell thee that thy right- _ 
Hand is thy left Hand, or thy left Hand is thy right Hand, yet you ought to be- 
lieve them, and be ofthat Opinion. Dk | 

Bur is it not as ſafe toſay,'T believe in God ? : 
': Another ſays, Sit.Ergo Domina noftra Roma Baculus in Aqui fraFm, abſit ta- 
men ut crederem quod viderim': Let our Miltreſs Rozee be a Stick that in the Wa- 
ter feems crooked, yet God forbid that T ſhould believe my own Eyes. Þ 

No-Man therefore, I'fay,can be a Papiſt, but he whoſe Eyes are blinded by 
Education, or he who puts his own Eyes out by Atheiſts: for their own Books 
- diſcover them palpably. To-inſtance but in one paſſage more, mentioned in _ | 
the Life of Pope Clemerrt. 5. Hic fuit publicus Fornicator. Ab eo tempore defecit one- Paralt. Urſyer. | 
wis Diſciplina, &5- Religio in Cardinalibus, & tres Radices vitiorum, Superbia, Ava- kirms _— | 
ritia, Luxuria, Nene cony dominantur. He was an arrand Whoremaſter publick 3 
and common; and from that time forth, all kind of Diſcipline and Religion 
failed amongſt the Cardinals 3 eſpecially three roots of Vices flouriſhed amongſt | 
them, *Pride, Covetouſneſs and Lechery. * ” de 

Thus we ſee the Succeffors of St. Peter can deny their Lord and Maſter, as 
foutly as ever did St. Peter himſelf; but he with Repentance,theſe without re- 

nting. : | 
= And bow Men of theſe Principles car be true to God or Man, to ary Prote- 
ſtant Prince or Proteſtant Neighbour, let the World judge ; except they defy 
 thePope and the Devil, and all their Works of Popiſh and Helliſh/Darknefs, 

| Plots and Defigns. And I think I arm not at all herejn ſtrait-lacd in my Chari- 
ty, tho I muſt expe never the fairer quarter from them for this Declaration. 
But where is our true Chriſtian, true Proteſtazt, aud. true Engliſh Courage now 
become 2? -Who' (but he that's unfit tolive) would fear to dye iz and for fo juſt a 
Cauſe > Better a thouſand times ( if poſſible) to dye a true Proteſtant, and a 
true Engliſh-man,: by the Sham- Plots, Falſe-Witneſfes, and Popiſh Machinations, 
than willingly toerſſave a mrar''s ſelf, and Poſterity, Soul, Body, Honour,Honeſty, 
Religion and Eftate, to Arbitrary and Popifh Sway ; I put them together, for 
(like Hippoerates-Twins ) they are born, and live and dye together. | 

Does not Pope *Boniface hiniſelf, with as little Modeſty as Truth, afſert his 
Oniverſal Power over all Nations, as well in Temporals as Spirituals, from that 
Scripture, Luke 22. 38. Behold, here are two Swords? no jot to his purpoſe, nor 
. the- leaf? colour more than the bare ſound of the words 3 twoSwords ; (which 
were no Al/egorical nor Metaphorical, but plain travelling) Swords of Aniunition- 
Hitt and Blade. And yet this Ofurper (though he can ſhew no Watrant, no 
Commiſlion nor Authority for his Claini, from Chriſt or Holy Scripture ; yet; 
like another late Vſurper ) he can lay his Hand upon the Hilt of his two Swords 
( Spiritual and Temporal) and cry, This is my Commiſſion. For if his Temporal 
Sword (which is »0 ſmall one) be too ſhort ; then he unſheaths his Spiritual Sword, 
and with Fulminations, Exconmnications, Curſes and Anathema's, with Bell,Book 

and Candle, he huffs and Waggers, roars, rants, he&ors and bluſters all Man- 
Kind, that either: fear his vain Thunderings, or come within the dint of his Thun- 
derboſts. To keep up therefore this Uſurped Power, or to regain it, where 
loſt, there is, and ever will be Popiſh Plots, when and where there ate any bloo- 
##ing hopes to accompliſh them in any Proteſtant Kingdom whatſoever. They 
are not now, (though they have been) much troubled with theſe Popiſh Plots 
it Sweden and Denmark, Wherefore > [ll tell you 5 __— . 

For two Reaſons; One is, that the Laws againſt Papiſts are ſo fully put in Exe- 
rution, withoit connivance 3 that I have rid an hundred Miles together in thoſe 
> Ml and could not (upon inquiry) here of one known and profeſſed 
- , Another Reaſon is, (and = haye found it, by Experiznce, a moſt incom-. 
parable Remedy ) They zeld all the Popiſh Prieſts they catch in their King- . 
doms and Doniinions: They »ſed to hang thers formerly, but that would not 
- do 3 for the hopes of being Canoniz'd and Sainted (as Martyrs ) drilfd fome 
filly Prieſts thither 5 till a. converted Nur: & know not from what Experience ) 
perſuaded Authority, to geld al! the Popiſh Prieſts they took. > Hugs < 
- 5 $44 + | Be 2y | - - 
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- coz, right or wrong, for Plaintiff or Defendant) who: bids moſt, and who comes 
_ firſt) proſtituted and ſet-to fale, (when Merchandize is indifferently and equal- 


| Hackney-Tongue is no Slander, and they'll believe t 
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They took;. her Advice,. and it proves a wonderfal- Cure: and Remedy _ 
propagation of Popery in theſe Kingdoms. I fay therefore, 'tis ſenceleſs to dou 
the being of a Popiſh Plot, that never ceas'd (ſince the Reign of Hen.8.);n England; 
but now by Coleman's Letters it infallibly appears, that they never had ſuch bleſſed 
bopes of converting theſe three- Kingdoms, fince.the. Boze-fires in Smithfield in 


Queen Mary's. days, as now, now at this time, vow that — . ; 
And the more impudently they deny fo cleara Truth, the more cauſe we have 


» 
” 


to abominate the Villany of chat Religion, that hardens Men in Les or Equioeat 


ons even unto Death ;, And the more they deny it, after ſach apparent and mi- 
nifold Convidtion, the more ſuſpicious and dangerous it is, by the combined etj- 
deavour. to. conceal it, and to turn. the Edge thereof upon the Proteſtants, 
Thus the Prophet did firſt blindfold the Syrians, and then how eafily did heilead 
them into the Exemries Camp ! Ro SIN 40, + Ws RES 

And indeed no Man, can deny but 'tis politickly and craftily done, to endea- 
vour to put oxt-the Eyes of thoſe Mer, that are moſt quick-ſighted to: diſcern their 


myſterious and helliſh-Intrigues : Or, if they could but be Godfreydizd, ftrangid, 


hang d or ftab'd, the buſineſs. would be done aseffefually, and toall intents and 


purpoſes. Eſpecially, if the Sham-Evidences would but be improvd and manag'{ 


with ſome Lawyer's *Hackney-Tongue, whoſe Conſcience isfo often ſold pro and 


ly made of Truth and Falſhood) the Snare of catching Mex would be the tronger, 
andthe Feat more currant. But that honeft Enghjp Faries do know that an 


They have heard them ſo often bam, babble and blyfter, fo loud and clamorous, 
for Plantiff oe day, for. Defendant @rotber, that no Wiſe Mar: heeds them 5 but 
knows that Words are but Wind,” Windy Words ( from Hackny Tongues ) as empty 
and variable «5 the Wind; but. that it .coſts more to buy ſuch Winds, than it does 
the becalmed Mariners in the Baltich Sea,when they (as I have ſometimes known 
them) buy a Wind of a Lapland Wizeh. » But (tis obſervable? that this Hackuy- 
Wind, 3s well as the other, is uſually fatal to all that buy: it, ending in a Wreck, 


at leaſt.4 repented Bluſter and Storm. Whilſt theſe Merchants of Trath and Falſe- 


[:-3% 


hood, Mexchants of Law, and ſometimes of very. little: or no Law{but with) the 


ſame Hackrwey Tongues, vilify and difgrace all that ſtand 1n their way, without 


reſped to their own Modeſty Q thank you,ſome of them have zoe {) without re- 


fpe& to Ingenuity, common Cinility, or good Manners, without reſpet to any 
Man's Worth or ®wality ( except ey expet a Fee from them;, for that alone 
opens, and ſits tha Breath-ſeller's Mouth) they cannot opex, but Dart fiys out to be- 


| ſpatter, as if they had got a Priviledg. or Patent to be the Common 'Shoars, and 


common Filth, common Slanderers,xzder the colour of a Fee,and der the Prote&7> 


' on of a Motley or ©Button-Gown, . Nay, (I know it, and will maintain it fora 


great Truth) .that a Gentleman's Credit and Eſtate, Lite and Honour, are inefs 
Danger and Hazard in the Field amongſt ten thouſand Enemies, than amongſt 
theſe ſneaking Split-Canſes, theſe Snappers, Enſnarers; and: Catchers of Men. ' For 
they. can make the righteous Law execute their Malice and Spleen (by wreſtivg, 
wrong ſetting and turning its Edge) ſo that no Ilanocence, Honeſty, Honour or 1n- 
genuity can prove a. ſufficient Saftgeard. RE | k 
The wary Hollanders therefore. (though the greateſt and wiſeſt encouragers 

of Trade) of at Trades and Myſteries of Iniquitz, faffer not the Herchandize of 
theſe Hucksters of Law, in any of their Territories. © They ſuffer neither Rar- 
Gowns, nor Button Goppns amongſt them ; They fafter no Tinkerly Pleadings, of 
avending one Hole, and making too : They ſuffer no Man's Cauſe to periſh, by 
the Errour or Folly, Knavery or Inadvertency of any Scribe or Atturney, bys 
word miſ-placed, mif recited or miſ-pleaded ; but every Man knows att end of his 
Cauſe the ſame day he commences it, and pleads 55 .ows Cauſe before the Lords; 
(who ſeck not to trup and catch at their Ignorance.) And they muſt be very 1g- 
orant indeed, if they inake more buegling work, qr .can defeat their own Caule; 


 diſpuize or diſgrace Truth, ſo readily as.1hafe Sp/zt-Canſesand.ſpail-Canſes. ' | 
. Not Sting all this, I would rot be canſtrucd 10 xcfleft in the leaſt upon 
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em no further than they, liſt 5 
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The ÞPST-SCRJIPT, 
thoſe boneit and learned Gentlemen of the Loavg-Robe,” of which fort ate vety - 
214719, that bave,more Integrity' and » Hanour, than to abuſe their learned Skill by 
entraping, enſnaring and catching of Men, with Law-tricks, and Shaw-trichs, turs 
ning Darkneſs.to Light, and Light to Darkneſs, and turning Pleading to Raylin 
Lying 306 Sendenng 3 1ÞW:19 much the” Mode at Bar: a Shame it ſhould be 
aftered ! | 5377 Te3va > 


FP a. cd _— : 
e 


_ "Tis theſe alone. ( as the; World goes) that can defend us from the catching 
Szeres laid by the former;'ta-catch a May and bis Cauſe,'a Man and-his Heritage. 


, . , gr 


'Tis theſe alpne (with the Authority, Juſtice and Wiſdom of the Reverend 
Judges) that can deliver Men ovt of the Snares that are laid for them,by thoſe pro- 
ftitmed Hirefrgs..: 15 ow EE Ee 

. But none of the Snares that are laid to catch Mem, are comparable to the Sub- 
tilty and Cruelty of the Romiſh Prieits; for the ſpeedieff Execution of a Sham- 
Plot: is an Abſolution from a Jeſuit 5 or a Bull of Indulgence or Jubilee from tht 


ope; like that of Pardon tothe late Iriſþ Rebels and Cut-Throats 


So that the moſt Cheveril Ghority can ſcarcely have other Opinion of theſe ED 


Romiſp Exilſaries, than 8t. Hjerome had of the Clergy ef his time, ( who were 


ſogenerally dehauch'd and mriſcbievows, that the good Father cryed out) Nor pu- -.. 
to multos inter Sacerdotes ſaluos fieriz T cannot imagine (faith he } how it is 


poſlible that many Clergy-Men can go to Heaven ! 


So ſay I of theſe Romifh Prieits, if they ſtick to the Principles of their bloody 


Religion, 1 cannot imagine how they can poſſibly be ſaved. 


-:. Far does not the ingecjevve come out of their holy Arſenal? Are notall'the bloody ' 
*Popiſh Plots and Sham-Plots,contriv'd and managed by them 2 Did not they invent © 


and forge in Ergland, the Writ de Heretico comburendo, to condemn Hereticks 
(namely, 4/1 that oppoſe their Pride and Couctouſneſe) to Fire and Faggot ? | 
Bat bowF not by ſetting Fire to the Fag 


nt por themſelves, or turning Hang-men 
no, thoſe holy Mez will not dip their Sacred Hauds in" Blood : (Oh the Hypocriſy 


of ſuch Devotion?) No, no, they knew a way worth two on't 3 they made the- 


poor exflaved Bigotted Magiſtrate do that Drudgery. 


And before the Statute of Queen Elizabeth, ( that awards the Writ of 


Excommunicato Capiendo, and confines it. to about tex ſorts of Offenders ozly) 
ſame think the fame Popiſh Engineers in Popiſh Times were the firſt Inven-- 
ters and Fargers of that Writ alſo : if they were, they were as unmannerly as n= 
merciful, to invent a Diſcipline that God zever made 5 and that which our Blefled 
Saviour, the:Holy Apoſtles, and Primitive Church, never knew ; and then when 
they had anathematizd and carſed e Max to the Devil, and the Devil did not or 
would not take him, then to make the Sheriff and the Faylor to take the Devil's 
Leavings, and:when Hell mould not or did not, then the Goal ſhould : The Spaniſh 
Jequiſition, and bloody Biſhop Banner, Biſhop of Loxdor, made great uſe of this Ex- 
T7C. . ; : 
The former Writ, de Heretico combarendo, has found its juſt Doom and Cata- 
Firophe 3 but that of Excammmunicato capiendo ſhall ſtand in force ( when it is a- 
warded accarding'to the Statute) as long as— : When ? as long as the King and 
Parliament ſball pleaſe. | 
- - But if 4 thought that all our Miſchiefs come from Rowe and Popiſh Priefls, I 


ſhould think -(as.fome bave done) that there was wore cauſe ( than only the bare - 


iErrar of the Prefs) .that in the Popiſh New Teſtament-in Latize (Printed at 
Cologn: ) 11 1 Cor. 6. 9. ſtands Printed ' (inftead of) eque Scortatores ( theſe 
wards ) neqre Sacerdotes regnuw Dez poſſidebunt. 

No wonder therefore, that Pope Adrian 6. commanded Cheregatas his Legate 
ae [-atere;to declare in.a Dye. of the 'Empire (aſſembled and held at Norimberg ) 


in Germany—- A S acerdotibus Iniquitatem 'Popwli Adimanare ; multis nunc annis Johan cickdan. 3 
graviter multiſque modis peccatume eſſe Rome * © inde 3 Pontificio culmine malun 1.4. 41 15:3. © 
bac,” atque-Iuem ad \[nferiores.ommes Fecleſrarum Prefeos defluxiſſe : The Iniquity 


of the People came from-the Prieſts, And that now, for the ſpace of many 
Years, there have'been great and-grievaus Enormitics.committed at Rawe : And 
that all this Pla 

the Church, from the High Throne of the Pope's Holineſs, 
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gie and Miſchief, hath flowed, unto all the Inferiqur Prelates. of | 
| ED 
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Bern, Z, 125; \ No wander then, that their own: Abbot St. Bernard faith —Beftia illa de Jys- 
Pp. 1316, calipf;, cuz datam eft os loquens Blaſphemias,  &+ bellum gerere-cunm Sandis, Petri Ca- 
thedram-occupat, tanquame. Leo paratus ad Predam, In Ergliſh thus — _ 
That Beaſt'that is ſpoken of in the Revelations, to whom 18'-given a Month 
I Tpeaking Blaſphemies, and to make War: againſt the Saints, is now got up into 
; Peter's hair, like a Lion ready for his Prey,  _- 
VIM Let And Albertus magnus faith, Ili-qui modo Preſunt in Eccleſtis, plurinmum ſunt Fu- 
Johan. cap. 10 Fes @& Latrones ; plus ExaGores quam *Paſtores, plus Spoliatores quans Twtores, plus 
Ys eAlzGatores quam Cuſtodes, plus Peohafiers quars DoGores, plus Seduftores quane . 
Dutores ; Ijti ſunt Nuncii-Antichriſti, Subverſores ovinmn Chriſti : ( that is ) The 
Prelats of the Church are moſt of them Theeves and Robbers, Wolves rather 
than Shepherds, rather--Spoilers than Defenders, rather Killers than Keepers, 
rather Deceivers than Doctors, rather Perverters than Converters: Theſe be 
_ the Ambaſſadorsand Nuntio's of Antichriſt, the Devourers of the Sheep of Chriſt. 
Be-nzrd. i And in the Council of Rhemes, the fame Bernard ( before praited ) told the 
Conc. Remeni, Biſhops to their Faces. in open Council, and in open Court, (tho he himſelf was 
.no Biſhop ) Dicimini, Paitores,ciz ſitis raptores, (" Fratres. ) Feſus hodie elegit ſib 
| "altos Diabolos Epiſcopos, non ſunt 'Paſtores ſed Traditores : (In Engliſh thus )' My 
5-0 Bern, . Brethren, ye are called Biſhops, bur ye are meer Men-catchers and Robbers ; 
' #» Camic. Jeſus now a days has choſen to hynſelf many Devils to be Biſhops: They are not 
Paſtors, but treacherous Fndas-ſes. 07 
Jahan. Saris = And Foharnes Sarisburienſis gave this Reaſon, to Pope Adrien 4. why Popes 
_ ";” are uſually ſo ſhort liy'd— NE totane corrumpant Eccleſiam, leſt they ſhould ( quoth 
-  6.cop. 24. - he.) infect the whole Church. | Ne, 
' Beno Cardin. And ane (of their-own Cardinals ) writes—That Pope Hildebrand poyſoned 
ſix Popes ſucceſſively one after another, to'make room for himſelf to leap into 
the Papal Chair, which he purchaſed by thoſe Divine Arts 3 Here was a Pope. 
" catcher as well asa Man-catcher. | | | | 
wblicus E... And Pope Urban 6. was a Cardinal-catcher: for he catch'd five of his Cardinals 
nead. 9. 1,9. at one time in a Sack, and threw them alive into-the Sea, inddrownd them. 
"NY HOY -Pope Fobn- 12, catch one of his Catdinals by the Noſe, and cut it off; 
'aed. 9. 16:2. and another by the Right-Hand, and cut that off too. Y 
Plain. 5. And PopeStepharus catch'd the dead Body of Pope Formoſus his predeceſſor, 
Stephan. 6, and cut off his Head and Fore-fingers, and then threw the naked Carcaſe ( of - 
this quondam Infallibility) into the River T zber. ; - 
And more than once, ſome of them have catcbd and ſnatch'd Men to the 
. Grave, by giving them a poiſoned Wafer in the Sacrament, and poiſoning the 
| ' Wine 1n the Chalice or Cup. 4 LES 5. Thay > 
Camotenfiss So true is.it what one of their own Writers faith, in Alluſion to the Cruelty 
of Popes,. reciting Heb. 9. 7. Into the Holy of Holies [ the Papal Chair] did the 
High-Prieſt enter alone, but not without * Blood. 
_ Whilſt we fay of the Proteſtant Religion, (which God has. miraculouſly preſerved 
| ſo long, and (I propheſy) will ſtill preſerve 72: deſpight of all the Popiſh and Helliſh 
Stratagems, Falſe Evidence, and Sham-Plots ) as was faid of Iſrael in Egypt, The 
ore they were affiited, the more the grew: | 
- Therefore chear xp, true Engliſh Hearts ! let not your Chriſtian Conrage flog 5 
If by Popiſh Plots or Sham-Plots we cannot /ive* Proteſtants, we can die ſo. . 
| Thus Gregory Nazianzen comforted the Chriſtians in his-time, telling them of 
the excellency. of their Religion intheſe words, av» G, 3 Tyuil plea, xy Kv- 
= Exmau Oamnevapercy, It ves by Death; the more 'tis cxt, the faſter it ſprings, and 
” —_ _ grows by diminiſcing. ' | 
: So Cyprian, — Sacerdos Dei Evangelinm tenens &* Chriſti Precepta cuitodiens, 
cidi pateSt, winci non poteiÞ > A Miniſter of God following the Precepts Evan- 
1. may be killed, but not conquered. | | 
As Chryſoftem anſwered the tnaptaing Laapreds Endexia, Nil niſi peccatum met#o, Tell 
r nothing but Sin ;, She may fright a Paraſitical Knave or Fool, but not a Chryſe- 
may -k:/ ine, but ſhe cannot hure me. For (if webelieye the holy Spirit of God) 
£5 - e i 9 Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againſt..the Lord. Ple conclude this 
COPIALLES. Sal. = ith holy. Devid?s Prayer, Pal. 119.121. / deal with the thing that 3s lawful and right, Q 
SE Live me not over to mine Oppreſſorg, _— "7 7.8 
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